
Nature education in Lääne county 

and in Matsalu National Park

Nele Sõber



Läänemaa

Inhabitants 24 948

• 12 787 men

• 12 161 women

Municipalities 10

• Haapsalu

• Lihula

~ 23% under

protection





Children in Läänemaa

Students:

• Grades 1-3

• Grades 4-6

• Grades 7-9

• Grades 10-12

2725

• 792

• 731

• 701

• 501

Preschool education 19 kindergartens, 1017 children (527 

boys, 490 girls)

Schools:

• Adult Gymnasium

• Elementary school

• Primary school

• Gymnasium

23

• 1

• 5

• 12

• 5



Who offers nature education in Läänemaa?

• Keskkonnaamet / Estonian Environmental Board

• RMK / State Forest Management Centre

• Silma Õpikoda / Silma Nature Centre

• Huvitava Bioloogia Kool (MTÜ Naaskelnokk)

• Tourism entrepreneurs, local NGOs



What does Keskkonnaamet offer?

Indoor and outdoor activities Environment and sustainable development

Protection of species

Different habitats

Weather and climate

Mineral resources

Values and morality

etc

Teaching materials Board games

Exhibitions

Additional activities Hiking days (locals, visitors)

Information days, web platform (teachers)

Advisory Board (locals)

Junior Ranger (children, youth)



Matsalu Visitor Centre
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Nature education + tourism

• Sustainable tourism development in PAs;

• Environmentally friendly visitors;

• Locals value their neighbourhood;

• Well-kept environment to be enjoyed by locals and 

visitors;

• Cooperation between different parties, stakeholders.



Thank you for your attention!
Paldies par uzmanību!
Hvala za vašo pozornost!
Tänan tähelepanu eest!


